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Where has this year gone? November already!! Once again it has been an extremely busy period since our last newsletter, with a full program of Social events, fundraising activity and new staff recruited, which we will tell you more about later.
The quest to choose a name for the Society Puppy mascot continues, and to date we have received 564 entries, and it won’t be long now until a suitable name from the very diverse selection is chosen. Many thanks to everyone who has submitted an entry, for those of you who have not yet entered, an entry form is included on page 6 of this Newsletter.
The 2011 Bury Calendar, which features the 12 winning pictures from the photographic competition that we held earlier this year, is now available for sale in the Resource Centre, libraries and many town centre shops. The calendar costs just £3.99 and has 12 full colour detachable postcards to send to family and friends, and will raise £6,000 for the Society when they are all sold.
	Hello readers.  My name is Diane Webb; I am a member, having lost my sight as a toddler. 

I took up volunteering for the society at about the same time as becoming a director on the Board in January 2009.  I got so caught up in the feel good atmosphere in the Society that I became deputy Chair to Yvonne Wright within seven months and, on Wednesday 3rd November, took up the Chair of our Society.  

Thankfully, Yvonne has stayed on as my deputy to share her experience with me, and will continue to offer her renowned energy and commitment to us members.

I know some of you already but hope that my new post will bring me into contact with many more over the coming years.

Di H Webb

Your Chair



Jackie Barton
After almost 5 years working for the Society, Jackie retired on Friday 5th November. Members, volunteers, Directors and staff wish her every happiness in her retirement. 

New Staff
2 new members of staff have joined the Society since our last newsletter, Debbie Edwards is our new Fundraiser, and Jill Logan has been appointed Chief Executive Officer. Both ladies have hit the ground running, and we are sure they going to be valuable assets to our Society.

Debbie Edwards

I joined the Society in September this year as Fundraiser and I have now worked in the Charity Sector for six years moving from Wildlife Conservation to the Disability Sector.

Working previously as a Board level P.A. in the Hospitality Industry then as a Project Manager I took the decision to downsize and concentrate on one area, fundraising, as I had always preferred the money raising, bid writing, development & relationship building element of my previous roles.

In my first six weeks it’s been VERY busy with various events and I have loved meeting all the fabulous volunteers and members, whom without my job would not be possible.

On a personal note I am soon to move over this side of the hills from Darwen to Ramsbottom and enjoy singing in a band, hiking, eating out and theatre visits all of which I may now have time to do again or perhaps not…..!!

I will soon, with Darren the Volunteer Co-ordinator, be running some fundraising training and hope to expand on the core fundraisers and develop some more office based volunteering opportunities for those not comfortable with anything public facing.  If that sounds like you or someone you know, then please do let me know.

I am also always open to ideas from members and volunteers for events and challenges that they may wish to organise themselves but perhaps feel they need some assistance.

My motto: “Ask ‘cos Shy Bairns get Nowt!!”  

Jill Logan – newly appointed CEO.

Just a quick introduction as I have only been in post for a week!  I just wanted to say hello to everyone, and thank you for the warm welcome I’ve received.  I am really looking forward to meeting up with many of you.  Already, thanks to the splendid Craft Fair on Sunday 7 November, I have been overwhelmed with the commitment of the Directors, volunteers and the splendid staff team – what a wonderful service the Society provides and a great place to work!  
FUNDRAISING
As usual we would like to thank our members and volunteers for all their help with the many fundraising events that are the life blood of our Society. During the last 3 months we have raised almost £5000 from a wide range of activities including raffles, tombola’s’, store collections, bag packing, Body Shop party, Candle party, bag packing, sale of craft items etc.
We are fast approaching the time of year for the Society’s biggest and most popular event, Christmas Gift Wrapping. Each day from 6th until 24th December, our army of willing members and volunteers will be ‘stationed’ in the Millgate Shopping Centre expertly wrapping shoppers Christmas gifts.
We held our first, Extra Special, Craft and Gift Show on Sunday, 7th November, in the newly refurbished Civic Hall in Ramsbottom.  Many thanks to everyone who volunteered to work at this venue and to all members who showed their support by coming to spend and helping to achieve over £2,000, which was fantastic. 
I will try to share with you the scene as it was described to me – There were large flashy banners and cheerful bunting with balloons along the street leading to the venue.  Once inside, no effort was lost in the decoration there either, with the luxury gift-wrapped tombola, trimmings and well set out stalls and silver stars scattered on the floor.  Our life-sized puppy mascot was roaming loose, mingling with the crowds both inside and out.   

If you missed the show this year, don’t worry, we have already booked for next year so make a note in your diaries for Sunday, 6 November 2011.


SOCIALS
Restaurant Trip
In September, a group of members along with their guides had an evening out at Carlo’s Italian Restaurant in Walshaw, which was enjoyed by everyone who attended, including our puppy mascot.
Here is a recollection of their evening by member Gwynneth Helliwell, who was accompanied by her husband David.

“Our first “Italian” meal with the Society in September started with a surprise… We were in the wrong Italian restaurant!
After being told by the front of house staff that there was no large party booked in that evening, a very hasty call was made to Darren to find out where we should be.
The evening just got better and better after that. We were made very welcome by everyone we met. We had a wonderful meal and there was lively conversation throughout.
It was Dave’s lucky night too; he won a large red handbag to go home with.
We are looking forward to the next meal out
The next meal out will be on Tuesday 23rd November, at Man Yuen Chinese Restaurant in Tottington.
Anyone who is interested in going should put their names on the list in the Resource Centre, and include their Ring ‘N’ Ride number if they would like the Society to make the booking on their behalf.

The meal costs £5 for Society Members, and £12 for guides.


Walking Group

Burrs Country Park Walk

Beryl Hilton was one of a group of members who joined the Walking Group for it’s August walk, this is what she had to say about her experience.
“On Tuesday the 17th of August five of us set out from the Resource Centre for our walk around Burrs Country Park. On the way our guide pointed out points of interests including the new police station. This was very good because I didn’t know how to get to it on foot. Not that I have any plans for a visit soon!
On the way to Burrs Country Park we passed Entwistles farm and the stench from the chickens was unbelievable. We managed to hold our breath long enough to finally get to the park.
Our journey around the park took us past the giant mouse trap and we stopped  at the stone circle to feel the markings on the stones. We continued our walk along the river Irwell until we came to the waterfall. The noise from the waterfall was quite loud and we had to raise our voices to speak.
Upon continuing our walk we went passed the caravan park and stumbled on a pub. Not to miss out on a golden opportunity we all decided to go in for a drink. Whilst in the pub two young lads arrived and proceeded to serenade us on acoustic guitars. We had a couple of drinks and decided to move on.
To our surprise when we left the pub the daytime had disappeared. We had an important decision to make. Do we get a taxi or should we be brave and walk back by moonlight? We decided to be brave and took the second option because we were all in good company and all felt very safe. At times it was a little darker along the way and we had to use our mobile phone to light the path.
I must say without the help of the Bury Blind Society I would never attempt a walk like this, in fact I wouldn’t have a social life. For this I am very grateful.
So why don’t you join us on our next walk or any other social events and get out and about safely.”

Diary of a Puppy with No Name…At Present

Did you know the Society has a mascot? “It” arrived early September, an adult size professionally made puppy costume. It has cream fur, is soft and fluffy, with an adorable face. Big dark shiny eyes and big floppy ears too.

It can be worn by anyone from 5ft to 5ft 7inches tall. You may have heard that we have launched a competition to find a name for this cute puppy. Its just £1 to enter and the person whose name is chosen will win £100! 

A few volunteers have worn the costume and the reaction from the public especially children has been very positive. The mascot will help raise the profile of the Society and raise funds too.

Diary Of A Puppy with No Name, continued…………..
I was born (made) in Withington Manchester. I arrived to a lot of excitement and laughter in the Society.

I have been busy; firstly I attended a Fundraising Event in the Centre. A little girl passed the shop saw me and was transfixed never having seen a 5ft 3inch puppy before!

Every day they sit me in the window of the Resource Centre. Lots of people do stop, stare and smile.

On 7th September I went to Carlos Italian Restaurant with Members..mmmmm liked the food  !!! Lots of people had their photo taken with me.

Monday 13th September I went to a meeting of Eye-openers at Radcliffe Cricket Club-had a couple of drinks and a good time and few cuddles from men too!

Tuesday 28th September I went to the monthly social at Grundy. The ladies stroked my fur, hey they liked me a lot!

My first experience of shopping was in The Millgate on 2nd October and again on 23rd at The Rock. Volunteers came with me on both occasions and many shoppers entered the competition to give me a name. Lots of small children cuddled me. I liked mingling in the crowds and people smile when they see me.

Didn’t buy any clothes but looked at shoes but my feet are rather large and I have a big tum. Maybe when I am named they may buy me an outfit ????

Jan one of the Directors took me to her office and I met lots of young people and had a good time.

I joined in the “V” Day (Volunteer Recruitment Day in the Centre in late October, yes guess what, they all liked me too.

When I go out I have a white cane with me to draw attention to our Charity.

I will be out and about at various places between now and Christmas. If you see me, do come over for a cuddle

LOVE, THE PUPPY WITH NO NAME xxxxx


Throughout the year, many people call into, or, telephone the Resource Centre, with a great variety of questions, enquiries, problems etc. and the staff and volunteers who work at the Resource Centre deal with all these queries with tact and diplomacy in a professional manner.
Sometimes they can answer the question from their own knowledge, but sometimes they need to check with another member of staff, check out information on the internet or check with another agency, but they will all do their upmost to send the visitor/caller away satisfied.
Listed below is just a small selection of the comments received from people whom we have helped in the last few months.

1. A lady required help for her father to get into long term care, and we were able to give her some contact telephone numbers for which she was very grateful.

2. Another lady was having problems with her MonoMouse and was delighted when we resolved it for her

3. A gentleman member who came in to collect an item that we had ordered for him mentioned that his wife was having problems hearing the telephone; we contacted the deaf society to get information for him for which he expressed hi thanks.
4. As we are also a Drop In centre, many members who call in, are delighted when they are offered a drink, and very often stay for a chat and are always very grateful for the company.

5. We are always taking calls too from Members who have attended one of our many social events to express their thanks for a lovely afternoon or evening.

International Day of  Disabled Persons

A Date for your Diary!

Date:



Friday 3rd December 10am – 3.30pm 

Venue:



Mosses Centre

Cecil Street

Bury 

BL9 0SB

Why not come along and find out about the various Disability Organisations in Bury that may be able to help you with your particular needs.  There will be stands from various charities and also a variety of events that you can watch or participate in.  

It will be a fun informative day.  See you there. 


VOLUNTEERING 
As we have said many times before, we owe a big ‘thank you’ to all our volunteers, who give so much of their time helping enhance the quality of life for our visually impaired members, whether it be visiting them in their home for a chat, or driving them to meetings or social events, getting involved in the many fundraising activities, working in the Resource Centre etc. etc …….there are so many ways that they help!
Therefore, it is very nice to hear that helping others can also benefit our volunteers. Michelle Barlow has been a volunteer with the Society for a couple of months, and here is what she has to say about her experience.

“As I am writing this, I’ve just stood on the cat! By accident I couldn’t see it!

I was told about the Bury Blind Society about 2 years ago but it took me a long time to get here; but I’m glad I got here eventually.

I’ve been volunteering for just a few months and I really enjoy it, and am so eager to learn and help. Sight loss is difficult to understand for fully sighted people, but here, everyone understands each other.

I’ve always had a problem with confidence and my sight issues have made me feel foolish at times, e.g. banging into people, who then look at you oddly or get angry with you, which can be quite upsetting, when it is an accident. People don’t always see your symbol cane, but it has been better since I started using it, plus I am more positive and I don’t let these people bother me as much as I did.

I realise I am lucky with the sight I have in my left eye, this I am aware could deteriorate further, but you know what……I am no longer scared of that possibility and that is thanks to the Bury Blind Society. 

Cleaning Fairy required………
Are you a budding domestic goddess? Are you one of those people who actually enjoy cleaning?  As with every home, even when you clean regularly, every now and again you really need to ‘bottom’ the place. We are looking for people to help give our Resource Centre a ‘spring clean’, marigold gloves supplied!! If you can spare a few hours one weekend when the Centre is closed, please contact Darren at the Resource Centre, or phone on 0161 763 7014.

The Macular Disease Society
Whitefield MDS Support Group
A new group has formed to support people who are affected by Macular Degeneration.
The group meet on the first Friday of every month at:-

Whitefield Library

Pinfold Lane

Whitefield

M45 7NY

From 1pm until 3pm
The meetings are open to anyone affected by central vision loss.
Family & friends are welcome too.

For further details contact Margaret Harney on 0161 766 8777

Raspberry Buns
Balsamic Roast Potatoes
This recipe was sent in by another of our members, Amanda Heyes, and is a very tasty dish, which does not use any oil or fat at all and is very easy to do.

Ingredients:

Potatoes


Balsamic Vinegar

Method:
Par boil potatoes for about 10 minutes (quantity dependant on number you are cooking for), then toss in balsamic vinegar and roast in the oven without oil for 15 minutes each side or until golden brown.
Have you got a favourite recipe you would like to share? If so, send it to Jack at the Resource Centre, and it could be included in our next Newsletter.
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Library News
Do you enjoy reading or listening to audio books – ever thought of joining a Reading Group?  Once a month, on a Monday afternoon there is a group at Whitefield, especially for blind and partially sighted people.  The group take home an audio book (provided on cassette by Calibre) or a large print book and return four weeks later to discuss the book.  This month’s book is Peter Kay’s ‘Sound of Laughter’ 

This is an opportunity to meet others, discuss your favourite books and to find out about the latest books, whilst enjoying a cuppa and cake together.

If you would like to know more please phone Anne Elton on 0161 253 7512
Here are a few details of our latest CD audio books added to stock-

From the dead by Mark Billingham 

	When Donna Langford receives a very recent photo of her ex-husband in the post, she gets the shock of her life because she's just spent ten years in prison for organising his murder. When her daughter goes missing, Donna believes there can only be one man responsible and hires Anna Carpenter, a private investigator, to find him.

This is stock at Ramsbottom library 



	


Ruby by Meg Henderson 

	The MacLean family has more than their fair share of secrets. They live in a close-knit community on Glasgow's High Street and the men work on the railways. They're hard-working, ordinary, respectable people, but behind the facade, they are a family in crisis.

This is stock at Radcliffe library
Hunter’s Lodge by Connie Monk 23, August 2010
On the death of her twin brother David, Gillian Sinclair inherits not only a country hotel - Hunters' Lodge - but also a request that she involves his fiancée, Helen. Gillian is resolved to honour her brother's wishes - no easy task in 1948, restricted by shortages.


	


 23, August 2010

This is stock at Whitefield library 

Storm Prey by John Sandford
	A daring drugs raid on a Minneapolis hospital takes place on the same day that Lucas Davenport's wife, Weather, is due to perform an operation to separate conjoined twins. Investigating the raid, Davenport concludes that it must have been an inside job and, as a witness, Weather is now in grave danger.

This is stock at Bury library 
Sure and certain death by Barbara Nadel

London, 1941: Francis Hancock finds the body of a woman in a derelict house in Plaistow. When more murders follow, Francis' sister, Nancy, admits that she knew all of the victims. They were all White Feather Girls during the First World War.

Blue lights and long nights by Les Pringle

An autobiography about card-playing corpses, unfaithful husbands & 'flying' ladies - life as an ambulance driver in the 1970s was certainly varied. At the age of 23, Les Pringle decided to escape from office life, broaden his horizons & become an ambulance driver. Little did he realise how broad those horizons would turn out to be. 
A different kind of courage by Greta Wachtell



	

	This is a spellbinding account of an attractive and feisty young woman who witnessed personally Hitler's racist spite at the 1936 Berlin Olympics, and had to endure the shock of the disappearance of her best friend.

If you are a library member you can reserve any of these books and have them sent to your local library for collection there.  Please phone

Anne Elton on 0161 253 7512 if you need any help doing this.




                   
EQUIPMENT NEWS
[image: image2.emf]

QUIZ
Welcome to our very popular quiz, this, as always is produced by Lynn Cowley, who is one of our members.
All you have to do to win a fabulous prize is take the first letter of each answer an un-jumble the letters to form the surname of a well known pianist and composer.

Good luck!!!

1. The head of a monastery
2. A Midland town famous for it’s chocolate

3. Your dentist wouldn’t approve of this type of floss!

4. This vegetable reminds us of a painter having a coughing fit

5. A popular fairground ride and well known musical

6. This stretch of water lies between Italy and the Balkans

7. Famous for his water music

8. This Shakespeare character is also a cigar

9. An American cattle farm

When you have got the answer, ring the Society on 0161 763 7014 after 5.0 p.m. leave your name and telephone number on the answering machine along with your answer, and you could be the winner.

Closing date for entries is Friday 17th December

The answer to the last quiz was ‘mellisa’ and the winner was Alan Mudd who has won a £10 Tesco gift voucher.

TIME FOR A LAUGH
LADIES ... WHERE TO MEET FOR LUNCH...  


    A group of girlfriends, all age 40, discussed where they should meet for lunch.  Finally it was agreed that they would meet at the Ocean View restaurant because the waiters there had tight pants and nice bums. 

    Ten years later, at age 50, the friends once again discussed where they should meet for lunch.  Finally it was agreed that they would meet at the Ocean View restaurant because the food was good and the wine selection was excellent. 

    Ten years later, at age 60, the friends again discussed where they should meet for lunch.  Finally it was agreed that they would meet at the Ocean View restaurant because they could dine in peace and quiet and the restaurant had a beautiful view of the ocean. 

    Ten years later, at age 70, the friends discussed where they should meet for lunch.  Finally it was agreed that they would meet at the Ocean View restaurant because the restaurant was wheelchair accessible and had an elevator. 

    Ten years later, at 80 years of age, the friends again discussed where they should meet for lunch.  Finally it was agreed that they would meet at the Ocean View restaurant because they had never been there before. 



Services we offer are:

Resource Centre

Hundreds of items of specialised and adapted equipment are available to help visually impaired people with daily living both in and away from home. These can be tried and purchased from our Centre
Advice and Information

Advice and information leaflets on many issues surrounding visual impairment are freely available at the Resource Centre, 

We are able to offer a form filling service for benefit applications e.g Attendance Allowance, Disability Living Allowance and Pension Credit in order to maximise your income.
Home Visiting Service

Volunteers are recruited and trained by the Society to be placed with visually impaired people who need help in a variety of ways.

These can include ‘being a friend’ or a ‘listening ear’ in addition to specific needs such as help with personal shopping, reading, answering correspondence and visiting places of interest. All these things help to regain confidence so often lost through visual impairment.
Library Services

All branches of the Public Library in the Borough contain a facility for visually impaired people. The main branches at Bury and Whitefield have more services than those in the more rural areas.


Services we offer are:
Hospital Information Service

Learning from an Opthalmologist  at the Hospital Eye Clinic that nothing can be done for an eye condition is a devastating blow and the recipient of this news becomes extremely anxious. A word of reassurance from one of our Hospital Information staff can often alleviate this anxiety which can then lead to other areas of help available through the Society
Social Activities

Monthly and annual social gatherings are organised by the Society to bring visually impaired people together, providing the opportunity for social interaction whilst enjoying refreshments and being entertained.

Socials are held on every second Tuesday of the month at Walshaw Social Club in the afternoon and every fourth Tuesday of the month at the Grundy Centre in the evening.  In addition to the monthly socials, the Society also organises an annual summer outing, restaurant visits and trips to the cinema twice a year, a summer picnic and a Christmas party.

Any clients who are interested in attending one of our Socials please contact us on 0161 763 7014.
Drop in Centre

All Members are welcome to visit the Centre between 10 a.m. and 3.30 p.m Monday to Friday for FREE Tea or coffee and biscuits.


OUT OF SIGHT


Issue 24 - November 2010 Newsletter





Welcome to edition 24 of “Out of Sight” the newsletter produced by   Bury Society for Blind and Partially Sighted People





 and Partially Sighted People





Edition 24, November 2010





Edition 24, November 2010





Page 17





Bury Society for Blind and Partially Sighted People





Edition 24, November 2010





Page 18





Bury Society for Blind and Partially Sighted People





Edition 24, November 2010





Page 7





Edition 24, November 2010.





Page 3





Edition 24, November 2010








Page 4





Edition 24, November 2010





Page 16





Page 5





Edition 24, November 2010





Page 8





Edition 24, November 2010





Page 6





Edition 24,November 2010





Page 10 





Edition 24, November 2010 





Page 12





Page 13





Edition 24, November 2010





Page 14





Edition 24, November 2010





Edition 24, November 2010





Page 15





Edition 24, November 2010





Edition 24,November 2010





Page 19





Page 9





Edition 24, November 2010.





Page 2





Edition 24,November 2010





Page 11





�








�
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Telephone: 0161 763 7014
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