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Welcome to this week’s quick update giving you news, views 
and information.  Contact Jo or Jill in the office, to offer us 

your article, or you can email admin@buryblindsociety.org  
 

January is Braille Literacy Month, celebrated in honour of Louis Braille, 
who was born on 4 January 1809. His invention of the Braille system 
revolutionised access to reading and writing for blind and partially sighted 
people and continues to play a vital role in literacy and independence today. 
At Bury Blind Society, we are proud to support Braille users in practical 
ways. We are able to produce Braille documents and have several Perkins 
Braillers available for our clients to use, giving individuals the opportunity to 
practise and maintain their Braille skills in a supportive environment. 
Braille Literacy Month is a chance to recognise the importance of accessible 
formats, celebrate achievements within our community, and reaffirm our 
commitment to inclusion and independence for people with sight loss. 
 

Market Street Road Closure – Important Information 
A section of Market Street in Bury town centre has closed from Monday 5 
January as part of phase two of the Fishpool and Pimhole Bee Active Travel 
Scheme. The closure is expected to last up to five months (approximately 
24 weeks) and affects the area near Bury College and the Athletics Track – 
not near The Millgate shopping centre.  Works are taking place at the 
junction of Angouleme Way and Market Street, continuing down Market 
Street. Access to the Woodbury and Millennium college campuses will be 
maintained, although diversion routes may change. Pedestrian access will 
remain available throughout the works, with possible temporary pavement 
closures or alternative crossings. Parking on Market Street is suspended. 
Construction is generally scheduled 9am–5pm, Monday to Friday. The 
scheme is part of the Bee Network, funded by the UK Government and the 
Greater Manchester Mayor’s Challenge Fund, and aims to make walking, 
wheeling, and cycling safer and more accessible. 
Travel and access note for people with sight loss: Temporary changes to 
pavements and crossings may be in place. We encourage people to allow 
extra time, use familiar routes where possible, and seek assistance if 
needed. Bury Blind Society staff are happy to offer advice or support, and 
we will continue to share updates as the works progress. 
Events Coming Up:  User Forum will be on Wednesday 14th January. 
Do come along from 10.30am-12pm and let us know how your Christmas 
has gone but also be a part of the new plans for 2026!  
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Monday 19th January 11am:  We’re putting together our ‘Events Calendar 
2026’ in January so for those of you who are involved in the Events 
Committee – book 11.00am, Monday 19th out for reviewing the 2026 
calendar.  We're hoping our user forum will have given us some great ideas! 
Friday 16th January 8pm A History of Blues Harmonica A musical journey 
through blues harmonica history will be performed live by Mat Walklate and 
guitarists at The Met 
Burns Lunch – Friday 30th January, 11.30am 
Dust off your tartan and warm up your taste buds! Join us for Burns Lunch 
celebrating Scotland’s national bard, Robert Burns — the man who gave 
the world Auld Lang Syne and proved poetry pairs perfectly with haggis. 
Fun fact: Burns wrote over 550 poems and songs. On the menu: a 
comforting Scotch Broth to start, followed by the star of the show — Haggis, 
Neeps & Tatties, served with Buttered Cabbage, and finished off with Syrup 
& Almond Sponge with Custard (because Burns believed in feeding the 
soul… and the sweet tooth).  Book with reception for this special lunch — 
and be quick, or you’ll be singing “Should auld lunches be forgot” instead! 
 

This week in the Centre: 
Monday 12th January Morning Drop in 10.30am-12.30pm pop in for a 
brew and chat, we are excited to hear all your news from the festivities.  
1.15pm – 2.30pm: Music Buddies join in with our melodious group and get 
rid of the winter blues.  6pm – 8.30pm Showdown get your game face on. 
Tuesday 13th January: Phoenix Footcare Give your feet a New Year 
treat.  Book via the office.  10 Pin Bowling Meet at the Centre for 10.30am 
or at Hollywood Bowling, The Rock for 11.00am. £2.00 pp per game.  Book 
in advance via the office. 
Wednesday 14th January: Breakfast Drop In 10.30am – 12pm. Join 
Mags for a warm breakfast, brew and natter. 
Thursday 15th January: 10.30am – 12.00pm: Drop-In & Thursday 
Crossword Club  Come along and join the fun! There’ll be puzzles, puns, 
and plenty of laughs (and maybe a little head-scratching, too!). 1.30pm – 
3.00pm: Age UK Bury ‘Tea & Chatter Cluster’ with Jane Lees & Co.  
This week (slightly out of sync!) Gary will be joining us with his January 
Quiz.  It’s the perfect way to unwind and catch up over a warm brew. 
Showdown 6pm – 8.30pm Open Play come and test your skills against 
other players. 
Friday 16th January: Lunch Club 11.30am-2.00pm:  Soup & Sandwich 
this week.  To book, (no later than Thursday morning) call the office on 
0161 763 7014. 


